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The Adjournment of Congress,
The work of the Forty-seventh Congress

is finished and the record of its labors is

before the conntry. It unquestionably com-

the country. At its first session it enacted a

their disapproval to the polls. At its second
seszion, however, it put forth an earnest efiort
to regain public favor, and although it made
the mistake of construing the result of the

reduction of internal revenue taxation and

It
passed the civil service bill, provided for a

in the way of wholesome legislation.

reduction of the postage on letters, disposed

of the Japauese indemnity fund, enlarged I

| the usefulness of the Court of Claims, and |

took measurcs to prevent the adulteration
1t the

whisky extension bill and a new river and |

of tea. refused 1o pass bonded

both virtuous acts of omission
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20 lar fo balanee the curtailment of the rev-
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et

said in exton-
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where but there is this to be

m of its action tha! Congress was sub-
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Covernment are still ample to mect the just

demands of our ex-soldiors alleet-

withont

ing in the slightest deseee the dischurge

of 118 usaal obligations, and it is only the *

apprehension of whiat the next Congress

may attempt in this direction that has

occasioned us disquietude,

However, our ex-soldiers have carried
thicir main point in the deteat of the attempt
to abolish the taxes entirely and thereby
wipe out every penny of the existing surplus,

and it is now a guestion simply of maintain-

That they can do so,

if they choose, does not admit of donbt, but |
it is essential that they should lose no time |
in getting their forees into line.  The ability {
of THE TrisvUNE to lead them on {0 viclory |
is only limited by the size of the army at
It hias beld its ground so far
against superior nnmbers and in the fice of
overwhelming odds, but in the campaign
that is opening it is necessary that it shonld
have the support of every ex-soldier in the
Its influence is directly depend-

cot on its circulation ; the larger thatos 1Y,

accomyliziiment of the great work which

has bheen given it to do.

BHome, Sweel Home,
“PBe it ever so humble, there's no place |

like home,” wrote John Howard Payne,

| himself a wanderer in foreign elimes and

If there

| iz any class of citizens that more than an-

| other have reason to know and appreciate

immorial lines, it is
It

invasion

our ex-soldiers. was to preserve their

and desolation that
they waged a four years’ war with traitors.
It was their deep-rooted Jove for the homes
which they had left behind them that sus-
tained them through all the trials and
It was the

llh}w of restoring to those homes the peace

hat | and happiness of other days, that inspired |
Lthat |

them to carry on the struggle to the end. I
it that soldier talked of,

wWas the

alt.r night, in camp, on the

march, in the trenches, in the hospital, in |

| gress that has just expired

| for

| apposit ion

| reeognition of their claims,

household when the soldier was powerless
to combat it! If there is any class of women
that more than another have reason to know
and appreciate the truth of the saying
“there’s no place like home,” it is the
wives and the mothers of our soldiers.

Reunited long since—mothers and sons,
wives and husbands, brothers and sisters,
lovers and sweethearts—let us hope that
they are realizing at last all the blessings
which cluster around a happy home, “be it
ever 50 humble.,” For home is, after all,
where the heart is; and where the heart is,
though friends be faithless and Govern-
ments ungrateful, there love and aflection
will never be lacking.

The End of a Long Contest.

The failure of the bill to increase the pen-
sions of our one-armed and one-legged
veterans to pass the Senate in its original
is much to be regreifed, but as
amended it ungnestionably secures to them
a modicum of the relief asked for, and that

form

is more than at one time it seemed likely that
they would receive. It is unnecessary at
this late day to enter into any discussion of
the causes that have operated to the prejo-
dice of all soldiers’ claims before the Con-

1t must have

| been apparent long ago to the readers of |
P g

T Trisuseg that influences of an nnnsual
character were heing exerted to prevent any

| further recognition of the rights of our pen-

the
maliciousness with which many of the

sioners, and considering persistence
:l|1|1
leading newspapers of the country have cir-

calated their false charges of fraud in the

ulation that any action whatever was taken

But
carnestness the

the Grand Army me-

hy Congress on the bill in question,

the with which

various l'osts of

morialized the Senate, the wurgent repre-

sentations of the Grand Ariny Pension Coms

miitee, two members of which—Dast Com-

| mander-in-Chief Merrill and Surgeon-Gen-

cral Ames—appeared in person before the

Senite Commiltee, and the substantial sup-

port afforded by Tne Trinvse, it is doubt-

ful, to say the least, whether a vote would |

As

it was, ag our readers ean see for themselves,

ever have been reached on the measure.

it was only efter the Senate had speat a

| whole day and the better part of a night in

liscassion and the amendments offercd by

the enemies of the hill with a view to kill-

ting it in the House had one after the other
bhoen voted down, that decisive action was |

finally taken.

We are thus particular in showing the
vucertainty which up to the last moment
hung about the passage of the measure in
any

our ex-soldiers to imagine that the partial

form, because we do not wish any of

trimmph which they have scored over the
of accident or
It was, on the contrary, the result

was a matter

chance,

| which it teaches is that our vetering must

hereafter rely upon the | iali " their | .
¥y uponi:e potentiality of theix | ern and western States show a percentage

cown ciforts rather than upon the passive |

good-will of legislators to secure the full
We do not pro-

| pose to indulge in idle recriminations, but

it is very evident from the sentiment devel-

| oped in the Senate during the debate on the
| Forty-Dollar bill that the poison so carefully |

inetilled into the public mind by the anti-
soldier press 18 doing its work, and that
belief in the existence of extensive pension
frands bas warped the judgment of many

who hitherto have alwaya been found on the |

gide of the soldier. From this time hence-

‘ forth the influence of our veterans should

be exercised collectively and individually to
combat this belief, and they cannot make a
better beginning than by withdeawing their
support from all newspapers and politicians
that misrepresent them and transferring it
to journals and statesmen whose integrity
and fidelity is undoubted. Tug NATIONAL
TrinuNE proposes to fight it ont on that
line, and our ex-soldiers should follow where
it leads.
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A Chance for Barnum.

" Rarnnim has outdone himself—Foropaugh's ten-

thousand-dalinr beauty nowhere! He has secured,

Lt prest expense, and will exhibit this seuson, a

the prison-pen, never wearying, never Lir-
Was it not perpetually,

What was

ing of the theme?

lome, sweet home™?

Was it not “ Home, sweet home.”
What was it that when days were long and
nights drcary, when hope grew faint and |
the fulure cloudy, never failed to bring a
smile to the soldier’s fee and a thrill of joy
heart? Was it

Ah, those white-winged messengers |

his not a letter from

L)

}n.tni).

| of love and aflection, that darted back and
airnce ol |

| forth, like a shuttle, between camp and fire-

| side, in those memorab]

|
|
|

| where the votarics plied the needle instead

| soldier when eir

: e days, spun ties of
murvelons strength between the two, and
did more to hold the soldier to his duty
than all other influences put together,
And what of those who remained behind
the mother, the doting wife, the

ngred
helpless ehildren? What socrifices did they
not make to keep the hearth fires burning?
The
patriotism in those duys, but & temple where

home of the soldier was a temple of

lint was picked instead of incense offered,

The historian has |

ol 4
vare the achicve-

who risked their lives to pre- |
3, bat where, alus, shall we
of the sacrifices offered

]
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ng. TFor the 5 not always the happy
home L the r‘--‘.;" in I.:i dre Al
Iow often wus poverty an unbidden guest
How
often Death croesed the threshold when he

Wit
whit or SAW

ihere when the soldier little knew it!

was unconscious of that hated presence!

How often black Care brooded over the

| gars!

| mensely.,

suldler who sceved through the war and did not |

contrivt any disalatiily or dizcover one afterwards,
He is supposed to be the only one living,  He will
be exhiibited for a few days only—in the House and
Senate pod War Oflice."”

This coarse attempt at wit emanates from
the Cape Ann (Mass.) Advertiser, & newspaper
which i= in a fair way to secure for itself an
unenviable notoriety. It really merits no

notice at our hands, yet it seems a pity that

| & gentleman so famous for astuteness as Mr.

larnum should be thus wantonly slandered.
Mr. Barnum has had too long an experience
as a showman to be gnilty of such an error
of judgment as the Advertiser attributes to

| him, and there are a thousand curiosities

which he would be more likely to select for
exhibition than the one in question. There
is, for instance, the editor who, twenty years
ago, wrote flaming articles on the duty of
the hour, and appealed to his fellow-citizens
to take up arms in defense of the Union, and
now, when the Union has been preserved
and the men who saved it are erippled and
destitute, brands them as paupers and beg-
If Mr. Barnum i8 in need of a new
attraction, here i3 one that would draw im-
Let a cage be buit expressly for

Lim. Letit be ornamented after the manner

|7 - s .
| of those containing other wild beasts, with
| the name and species of the monster, and

pictures illustrating his haunts and habits,
We venture to say that every soldier in the
land would be willing to pay fifty cents for

rivilege of obtaining a pood view of
- f -

lsuch a euriosity, We can imagine with

what eagerness they would hobble up to the
cage, and with what a multitude of questions
ply the keeper! “Where dide you catch
him? Cape Ann, Massachusetts? Tmpos-
sible]l Why, I belonged to a company that
was raised there, You don't tell me that
this fellow has dared to call us frauds and

beggnrs? Well! well! And he stayed at
home, the coward, did he? And he never
even smelt gunpowder, or heard the whiz of
a bullet, or felt the surgeon’s knife, or
marched all day through the mud, or waded
ariver, or bivouacked in the snow,or starved
in prison? What do yon call him, keeper ?
An ingrate, did you say? What's that—a
man? No, I thought not. Stir him up a
little—I want to hear him whine. Ah, it’s
like a faint echo of the ‘rchel yell’ But
what do these figures on the side of the cage
mean, keeper? What he was worth before
the war and what he is worth now? Why,
I only got thirteen dollars a month while I
was in the army and lost my leg in the bar-
gain. Called us frands and beggars, did he?
Well, well, keeper, this is the ‘greatest
show on earth and no mistake. Buy his
photograph? That I will. It1l just do to
match that picture of Jeff Davis in my
wife's album. We kind of hated to stick
anybody’s photograph alongside of his, but
it seems there's a pair of them, and, if any-
thing, I think he's a little the worse of the
two. Moveon? Allright, keeper, I'll let the
rest of the boys have a chance. Dut mind,
you Ekeep a sharp eye on him. I'd sooner
trust a tiger than an ingrate.”

If Mr. Barnum wants a new attraction,
the editor of the Cape Ann Advertiser is
certainly his man,

— e
A Great Edueational Yroblem,

Among the more important measures
which failed of action by the Forty-seventh

Congress was the bill introduced by Repre-

) - | sentative Sherwin, of' Illinois, to appropriate
pension roil, it is really a cause for congrat- |

annually, cut of the funds in the United
States Treasury, for five successive years,

| ten millions of dollars, (o aid in the support

of free common schools, the money so appro-

| printed to be divided among the several |

States and Territories in proportion to the
illiteracy of their inhabitants, but with the

| limitation that no State or Territory shall

receive a greater sum than that appropriated
ount of its own revenue for school purposes,
Whetlier or not the bill in its original form
was caleulated to accomplish the desired
object is perhaps an open question, hut inas-

much as the propriety of the General Gov-

education, hitherto confined to] States and |

municipalities, is likely to be a leading issue

| in the next Congress, it may not be unprofit-

able to consider briefly the causes which
have led to the agitation of this subject.
The starting point appears to have been
the fact disclosed by the last census, that
notwithstanding the vast sums that have

been expended in {hesupport of our common- |
school system one-eight of the people of the |

United States are totally illiterate, and sev-

. enteen per cent. of all persons over ten years

of age do not know how to write. Taking

this fact as the basis of inquiry, it appears
| that the high syarage of

f the hardest sort of work, and the lesson | _ . . 8 L
‘ ' i ° r A { wowly due to the preponderance of igno-

Hliteracy is almost

rance in the southern States.  All the north-
of illiteracy below the general average, and
the percentage in the border States is only
slightly above it, while forty per cent. of all
classes, white and black, in the old slave
States—Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louis-
Carolina, South
Fix-

cluding the white population, the degree of

iana, Mississippi, North
Carolina, and Virginia—are illRerates.

iliteracy in these States is still greater,
ranging from seventy to eighty per cent.,
while the showing in Tennessee, Texas, Ar-
kansas, and Kentucky is but little if any

better. Out of a colored population, over

ten years nld, of 3,417.171 in these twelve |

States, 2,951,662 are illiterate; and out of a
total population of 9991162 blacks and
whites, over ten years of age, 4333204 are
illiterate, To show the bearing which this
prevalence of illiteracy in the South has
upon the interests of the Nation at large, it
is only necessary to say that 1,351971
voters, or nearly thirty-three per cent. of the
entire voling population, are unable to read
the ballots which they deposit. As Repre-
gentative Sherwin says, the question is in
this phase one of national importance, since
wlhen men come up and deposit their ballots
for Presidential electors it affects linois as
much as South Carolina if the ballot is not
intelligent and honest.

jranting all this—and the facts ecannot
be disputed—the question arises whether it
is the fault of the States themselves or the
Generdil Government that there is such a
dangerous preponderance of illiteracy in the
South. Statistics tend to prove that, con-
trary to general belief, the States them-
gelves, in proportion to their means, have
done all that ean reasonably be expected
of them for the support of public schools,
Thus, while New Jersey, with nearly the
same population as Alabama, spends more
than five times as much as the latter for
school purposes, the latter's taxable basis is
only one-fifih as large as the former's. In
proportion to her means, Alabama, therefore,
does as much as New Jersey to educate her
illiterates.  To ask her to do more is neither
just nor reasonable. Yet the fact remains
that the amount which Alabama and her
sister States devote to the sapport of schools
is totally inndequate to meet the require-
ments of the prevailing illiteracy, and the
alternative is presented to the Government
of permitting this illiteracy, with all its at-
tendant dtmgvrﬂ, to go on unchecked, or of
helping the South to rid itself of the incubus,
It is contended on the one hand that educa-
tion is the business of the State and not of
the general Government, and that the effect
of extending National aid to the common
schools of the South will simply be to re-
move the incéntive to self-exertion on the
part of the South; but, on the other hard, it
is urged that in emauncipating the slaves the
general Government imposed a greater edn-
cational burden upon the South than it
could fairly be expected to bear, and that it
should now take part of the burden on its

own shoulders, if not as a matter of equity,
at least from considerations of self-interest.
This is the issue as it is presented to the
country to-day, and that it is one of the
highest importance no person of intelligence
is likely to deny. Upon its decision may
depend, for aught anybody can now foresee,
the preservalion of our republican form of
government, for the intelligent use of the
ballot is, after all, the chief bulwark of the
Republic,

-

Not as Bad as it Might Be.

The passage by Congress on the very last
day of the session, and almost without dis-
cussion, of ;the tariff and internal revenue
bill can only be explained on the supposi-
tion that it was a political necessity. The
bill itself was not thoroughly acceptable to
either party. Protectionistsand Free Traders
were both divided in sentiment as to the
equity of its provisions, and, althongh the
vote by which it was adopted was mainly
a party one, it was not exclusively so. A
number of Democrats voted with the ma-
Jority, and several Republicans were recorded

with the minm-il:. Indeed, it may be said
with truth that the vote as taken was not a
vote on the merits of the bill itself, but on

the naked question of whether or not any ac-
tion whatever on the subject of the tariff and
the revenue should be taken by the expiring
Congress. Dut for the fact that the Democrats |
will have a majority in the next Congress, the |
Republicans would doubtless have permitted |
It |

vas the apprehension that in that event the |

the measure to go over without action.

Free Traders would control the revision of
the tarift’ and seriously impair, if not en-
tircly eliminate its protective features, that |
led them to compromise their differences
and give a formal snpport to what was ad
mittedly a hastily contrived and defvctive
G e
This

dominaling reagon for their action, Lut it

measure. was unquestionably the

wis not the only one.  'With the question of
tarifl revision was bound up the question of
internal revenue reduction, and it was the

opinion—an erroncous one, 88 we believe—

{ of the Republican leaders that to adjourn

without making some provision for the re-

. . - |
duction of the internal revenue taxes would

_ ; ) .| ereate publie dissatisfaction and imperil the
ernment engaging directly in the work of |

future of the party. That they should have

held fo that belief” is not surprising, consid- |

{‘ering the gross misrepresentation of the |

state of popular fecling that the newspaper |
press has been guilty of during the past few |
months, although, as we have frequently
pointed out, the guestion has never been
made an issne at the polls.

Dut explanations of this sort are not eal-
The fact |
remains that by the passage of the tariff bill

culated either to justify or excuse.

Congress has very materially reduced the
revenues of the Government, and to that
extent impatred the chances of a fuller recog-
nition of the soldiers’ claims by its successor. |
The exact extent of the mischief which has
been done cannot a8 yet be accurately esti-
mated. According to the published esti-
mates, the decrcase of revenue resulting

from the abatement of internal revenue |

| taxes will be in the neighborhood of $35,000,-

000 yearly, and the loss by the reduction of
duties will bring the total up to $70,000,000.
It is possible, however, that the modifica-
tion of the tariff will have the effect of stim-
ulating importation, and in that event the
net loss to the Treasury will be somewhat
less thuan this.
000 is an immense revenue to be cut off at

As it is, however, $70,000,-

a single stroke, and the worst of it is that at
least half of it will go into the pockets of
monopolists and not benefit the general pub-
It will be a rich plam for
the patent medicine proprietors, for instance,

lic in the least.

but consumers of patent medicines will be
none the better off,

It is an old saying, however, that things
are never 80 bad but that they might be
worse, and we perhaps should be thankful
that the revenue taxes were not wiped out
entirely, as the more rabid enemies of the
soldier desired. The receipts of the Govern-
ment will still be some seventy millions in
excess of ordinary expenditures, and so long
as this surplus exisis the poverty of the
Treasury cannot decently be urged as a
pretext for ignoring the demands of our ex-
soldiers. The Government can still * afford ”
—to use the favorite term of those who look
upon pensions and bounties as mere gratui-
fies and refuse to recognize the existence of
any binding contract with the soldier—to
equalize the bounties and make suitable
provision for the maintenance of those who
suffered martyrdom in Southern prisons,
and whether it is compelled to do so or not
depends upon the determination, the per-
sistence, and the concert of action with
which our veterans prosecute their elaims,
A great battle remains to be fought, but
victory is certain if they will but stand
shoulder to shoulder with Tue TRIBUNE
in the struggle,

American Farms.

According to the last census, the number
of farms in the United States is 4,009,907.
The comparative smallness of these farms
furnishes the key-note to our unexampled
agriculiumral prosperity. Of the whole num-
ber, 2,208,374, or more than one-half, are
under 100 acres; 1,695,933 of the remainder
are less than 500 acres; 75,972 exceed 500
acres, but not 1,000 acres; and only 23,578
are 1,000 or more acres in exicnt.

There are several reasons which might be
cited to prove the assertion that the size of
farms in this country has a direet bearing
on its agricultural prosperity. The first of
these is that the smaller the farm the more
productive, proportionately, it is apt to be.
A farmer may be land poor in more senses
than one, but never so truly land poor as when
he has more acres than bhe has the means to
cultivate, The smaller the farm the more
likely it is to be thoroughly tilled and its
resources fully developed. ;

1

| But even in the Sonth the benefit

! erants from

| the South will be as fully developed as those

| forward to the height of its usefulness have

| There were many interesting incidents in

| from one end of the country to the other,

The second reason is that the smalier the

farm the more certain and constant is sare
to be its cultivation. The curse of England
to-day is the vastness of the landed estates
of her nobility, against the partition of
which the law of entail operates as a perma-
nent restraint. So long as a large percent-
age of the lands suitable for agriculture are
thus locked up, her dependence upon other
Nations for food supplies must steadily in-
In the United States, on the other
hand, there is no bar to the acquisition of
land by the small farmer, and as a conse-
quence our agricultural development keeps
pace with the growth of population.

In this connection it may be of interest to

CTCAaSEe,

inquire in what section of the country large
farms predominate. At first thought one
mizht be inclinedjto reply: “ In the West ;”
but such is not the case. The census re-
turns show that large farms are more num-
erous in the South than anywhere else. The

State of Georgia leads with 902 farms of |

1,000 acres and over, Alabama has 696, Vir-
ginia 641, South Carolina 452, Mississippi
491, Louisiana 371, and North Carolina 311,
Ilinois has but 194. It would be more

-
b

correct, however, to speak of the South- |

ern farms as “plantations,” and their

large size i3 a relic of Ilabor system

under which they were formerly operated.

g resnliing

| from small farming are hecoming manifest, |

and the division of the old, unwieldy plan-
tations is going forward at a rapid rate, |

That it is not more rapid is due simply to

the fuct that white immigration still shuns |

the South. The blacks, dependent as they

are upon their own labor to acquire the

means necessary to buy land for them-

selves, have not heen able to effect ns sweep- |

tion of a monument to that citizen-patriot—
“ Flour Man Gridley.”

-—e
Ix another column of Tne TrisuNe, this
week, will be found a sketeh of the origin

and growth of the Grand Army, written by

| Commander Stimspn, of the Department of
Colorado, for the Grand Army Magazine,
The main facts originally appeared in Tumn
Trierxe, but our subseribers have multie
plied so rapidly since the date of the firss
publication, that to many of them the sub-
So
far as the leading incidents are concerned,
we helieve this story of the birth of the
Grand Army is entirely authentic, and to

ject of the reprint will be entirely new.

Doctor Stephenson the eredit is nngnestion-
ably due of having founded the Order. Tt
is to-day essentially what he created it, and
what it is to-day we trust it will continde
to be. The basis of fraternity, charity, and
loyalty is broad enongh to support in se-
curity the magnificent structare which has
been reared upon it, and so long as these
principles are rigidly adhered to there is no
It may

| be that at some future time politicians will

danger that it will be undermined.

again seek to control the Order, but they are
The ten-
dency is decidedly in the other direction.

not likely to be again successful.

| Party passions are powerless now to sway
the opinions of our comrades, and the ques-
tion which is most apt to rise to their lips

when their snffragzes are solicited for this or

that eandidate, is the simple query: “Is he

"

| a friend of the soldier ?
-
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ing changes in the system of farming as |

| would have been brought about had immi- | ™

the old the

South as they have the West since the close

world over-run
of the rebellion. But the outlook, is, never-
theless, encouraging, and the time is not far
distant when the agrienltural resources of

of the North and West. The old planter

aristocracy is bound to wane and disappear |

before the steady advance of the horny-

! I.t !|":"

| handed sons of {oil,

- ——

Flour Sian Gridley.
There is no brighter page in history than |
that which records the work of the Sanitary |

Commission twenty years ago. Its labors

| contributed indirectly, if not directly, to the
| success of our arms, and if they did not |

avail to strip war of its horrors, they, at
least, alleviated many of its pangs. The pa-
triotism of those who, for various causecs,
other than personal cowardice or positive |
disloyvalty, remained at home during the
rebellion, found a practical outlet in the |
work of the Sanitary Commission, and al-
though the men who founded it and carried it |

passed almoset entirely from public remem-
brance, they are as deserving of a monument
as those who perished on the field of battle.

the history of the commission, but none, per-
haps, more romantic than one which the
Grand Army bas recently undertaken to
commemorate in a snbstantial and enduring
form. We refer to the exploit of R. C. Grid-

ley—"Flour Man Gridley,” as he came to be

known—who sold and resold a sack of flour

until it netted the Sanitary Commission the
magunificent sum of $275,000.

This is the story : Gridley, who was a mer-
chant at Austin, Nevada, and a Democrat in
politics, made & wager with one of his fel-
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A special edition of the Baltimore and Ohia
Ead Baok, under the “Haw "Twas Done.™
has recently been issued by the Baltimore and
wiel. It treats of the political revo-
Iution of 1552, and contains the official returns
of the vote in eleven States, with the returns of
the preceding election, arranged in comparative
tables, in a remarkably clear and concise form.
The presidential vote of the States by counties
for 176 and 1 given, besides minch
other valoable information o to the pali-
tics of the conuntry, 1t is a work of

117 pages,
neally printed on fine paper, and with a |
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tion THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

A uniqune and useful almanae is St Jaeols
(hl Fam l"fl,t Calendar _ﬁn‘ 18=3-"4, for, besides co
taining much valuable information, we have
geldom found a book in which is condensed so
much original wit and homer. Amoene the
articles will be found I‘Utl‘\'.":'_'ll[c‘ll coniribn-
tions from such noted humorists as M Quad,
Detroit Free Press L ."'ipwr{'ru-i.\k--_u.l- the rook-
Iyn FEaole; George W. Peck, A. Miner (iris.
wald, Bill Nve, the editors of Teras
“The Danbury News man,” Uncle Remus, as
also the wits of Puck, The Judpe, Lowell (-
zen, Boston Post, the San Francisco Waap, and
other papers.  The illustrations are also by the
hest artists and are exceedingly amusing. Per-
haps never before has so expeasive & work been
gratuitously distributed,
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OPINIONS WORTH READING

What Our Cotemporaries Have to Say of The Na-
tional Tribune.
It Is Making a tiallant Ficht.

["‘unrf f'nc;n."_il,‘ { Bia) .‘:l"‘ii*- ter.)

low citizens, a Republican, on the issue of
the local election, the leser to carry a fifty-

. . |
pound sack of flour on his shoulder through

the streets of the town. As it happened,
Gridley lost, but he displayed so much pluck
and good temper in paying the forfeit, that
his march through the town became a tour
of triumph, and at its close, in a moment of
enthusiasm, he put up the sack of flour at
auction and ran the price up to $300, at

which he bought it in. He then putit up

| It is sent for the small price of 31 pur ye

Tae Natioxarn Tummrse, published st Washing-
defenders of oar saldicrs
hns grown from & smail
monthly pubidication in 1577 to a seven coluinn
quarto weekly in 1383 and containg the cholcest
rending matter of the day. It 8 making o moss
galdinnt fight for saldiers’ nghis and in defending
the Inws granting pensions end back pay and
bounty duo them agninst the encronehments being
nuvle on such laws by the Fastern shylock press,
| s ar, nncl
every Unlon solidier,

ton, 12 one of the ablest
and their rights. kI

ghould be in the hands of ;
Tue Natrosat Trisuse should have an ageat L

Wood Connty Post.
—_— -

First Clasy in Every Pariieular,

If"--t_-.f 8. Louis (Ila.) Weekiy Signal, ]
Tae Natiosar Trisvse, of Washington, D. €.,
has enlarged from forty-cight to lifty-=i1x columns,

8 [

for the second time, but with the under-

standing that the purchaser should donate |
it to the Sanitary Commission, to be again |

resold. The excitement grew, the idea took

like wildfire, and the news of what had oe- |

curred at Austin having been telegraphed
away, what might otherwise have remained
a mere local episode, became an event of
national
sack started for the East, and his coming

interest,

was awaited everywhere with eagerness. |

That sack of flour was put up, knocked down,
put up again, and again resold, in every
great city of the Union, until, as we have
gaid, it netted the Sanitary Commission
$275,000 in hard cash. It made Gridley fa-
mous, but it rained him absolutely in pocket
and in health.
than the sack of flour which brought §275,-
000.

It was Gridley's life rather

tered.
in comparative obscurity and absolute pov-
erty, and nothing but a plain head-board
That is
Gridley’s story—short, but sublime in its

now marks his last resting place.

lessons for all Americans.

1 soldiers,

Gridley with his flour |

He returned home only to find his f
business gone to pieces and his health shat- i
He died afterwards at Stockton, Cal., |
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The Grand Army, as we have said, now
propose to commemornte his services by the
erection of a monument over his grave.
Rollins Post, No. 23, of Stockton, Cal,, is the
pioneer in the movement, and at the last an-
nual Encampment of the Department of
California, the enterprise was heartily in-
dorsed and the co-operation of all other De-
partments earnestly invited. A pamphlet
has been prepared containing a sketch of
Gridley’s life, and is for sale at the headquar-

ters of the Department of California, at San |

Francisco, at twenty-five cents per copy, the
profits, should there be any, to be devoted |
to the monument fand. The movement has
cur hearty indorsement and we trust every
Post in every department of the Grand Army
will contribute something towards the erec-
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